Congressional Report 


USIA; Book Contract Plan Backed 


The Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee voted yes- 
terday to give a new breath 
of life to the United States 
Information Agency’s media 


holding such materials from 
distribution in 'the ' United 
States. 

Latin Aid 


(R-Neb:)- said that if Congre" ' 
fails to- respond to - 
from the state' 
stitution =>’ 


guaranty program but re- ! 
jected a proposal by Presi- 
dent Johnson’s Commission on 
Information that USIA ma- ; 
terials be distributed in the 
tfnited States. • 

The guaranty program al- t 
lows publishers to make guar- 1 
anty contracts with USIA ; 
under which they sell books, ; 
magazines, records and fijms. i 
for ' foreign currencies : and f 
later exchange the foreign ; 
.currency for .. dollars. The •: 
Committee voted to set . up a , 
$10 million revolving fund for 
the program. ; 

Acting Chairman John J. 
Sparkman (D.-Ala.) said the . 
Committee amended the guar- 1 
anty bill to require that USIA i 
maintain a “complete file”, in,] 
English of all materials dis- i 
tributed abroad for public in- i 
spection and use by Congress. < 
He said the Committee re- - 
jected a proposal that would 
have made single copies of 
such material available, on re- 
quest, at reproduction cost. ’ . 

Thus the Committee bill i 
would continue what has been 1 
the practice of USIA in with- 


